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Minister:   Rev Ian Ring Barnes Close  : 01562 710231  

      Chadwich   
      Bromsgrove  : revianring@aol.com  

      B61 0RA 
 

Worship Leaders: The Minister plus  

Terry Thompson, Frank Challenor, Steve Woodcock, Francis Quinn 
 

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator Yvonne Fox 67 Farmdale Grove 

       Rubery 

       Rednal 

       Birmingham B45 9NA 
 

Secretary (Pastoral):  Yvonne Fox  

Secretary (Correspondence) Darron Burness 

Minute Secretary   Ruth Wood 
 

Treasurer:    Terry Thompson 

        

Elders: (in addition to the Secretary)
Darron Burness 

Terry Cutler 

Francis Quinn 

Jim Richardson  

Angela Sawyer 

Bob Sawyer 

Roger Spears 

Ruth Wood

Hall Lettings Manager Robert Griffiths   0121 453 2492 
 

Beacon Editor:  Beverley Kingscote-Davies 69 Tennyson Road 

         Headless Cross 

         Redditch B67 5BN  

: 01527 450421 

        : bev.kd@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Cleaner Diane Troth 
     

Enquiries regarding the use of the halls should be made, in the first instance, to the Hall 

Manager 
 

Blessing of Infants, Weddings and Funerals by arrangement with the Minister 

 
The Beacon Church Centre is 

a United Reformed Church and a member of Churches Together in B45 
 

Items for the next issue of the Beacon should 
be with the editor by the penultimate Sunday 
of each month. 



Thoughts From The Cottage 
 

Dear Friends 
 

At the start of a new year people are often asked what their hopes for the year are and 

we often get a mix of near certainties, possibilities and distant dreams. Our hopes can be 

a mix of personal, family, national and world ones. Whatever our hopes are we must have 

them for without hope we have nothing. It is hope that makes us get out of bed each day, 

it is hope that makes us do new things. As I said in the last newsletter hope can only be 

achieved if we do something about it, we have to commit ourselves to making it happen. 
 

So what are my hopes? To begin with the big picture I hope for world peace and an end to 

famine. Within this I hope for an end to the conflict in Syria, a just solution for the 

Palestine/Israel situation and for Russia to stop meddling in Ukraine. I hope for a world 

trade system that is just and fair and for Fairtrade products to be the norm not the 

exception. I hope for a genuine humanitarian response to the migrant crisis and for richer 

countries to be far more generous in their giving to poorer countries. 
 

Coming closer to home I hope that the gap between rich and poor will decrease that our 

government will introduce policies that ensure that no-one is in poverty, that all children 

are well-nourished, no-one is homeless and Food Banks become unnecessary. I hope that as 

a country we will reduce our spending on the military and properly fund education, health, 

social services and other essential services and that the better off may be willing to pay 

more in taxes to see this happen. 
 

Of course some people reading this may say that it seems more like a political manifesto 

than a Minister’s letter. I see it at as a logical outworking of Jesus command to ‘love your 

neighbour as you love yourselves’. It is putting the Gospel into practice and as we pray 

each week building the Kingdom of God on earth, ’Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven’ 
 

So what are my hopes for the church? Quite simply I hope that the church becomes more 

like God intends it to be, that it takes all his words seriously, that it stops trying to make 

itself acceptable to the world and instead faithfully lives and proclaims God’s word as 

found in the Bible and revealed most completely in Jesus. 
 

As for us at the Beacon I hope that we can build on all the resources and advantages that 

we have and become ever more faithful to God and his word. I hope that we can extend 

our warm welcome to more and more people and that we will grow numerically as well as 

spiritually. I hope that the Messy Church initiative will grow and that we will willingly 

embrace the changes that will be the inevitable result. I hope that all that we do, say and 

think will reflect the glory of God and that as Terry quoted in his sermon on 20th 

December last ‘we may have the serenity to accept what cannot be changed, the courage 

to change what can be changed and the wisdom to know the difference’. 
 

On a personal level I hope to continue to grow more Christlike, enjoy good health, have 

great holidays and be used by God to build his kingdom here on earth. 
 

Ian



Thoughts From The Cottage 
 

Dear Friends 
 

I do not want the Beacon Church Centre to survive, neither do I want it to die. I want it to 

flourish and grow, both numerically and in discipleship, ie growing closer to Jesus. And I 

hope to see both during my ministry here. How will it happen? Let me begin by sharing 

some stories of hope, all of people I know or have met but I will preserve their anonymity. 
 

Firstly two ladies were waiting for a bus, they did not know each other but they began 

talking. When the bus came they got on and sat next to each other and continued talking. 

It transpired that one was new to the area and so the other proceeded to tell her about 

the area and mentioned the church she went to. She made it sound so interesting that the 

newcomer decided, without telling her friend, that it was time to stop travelling back to 

the church where she used to live and try this local one. She turned up one Sunday with 

her husband and both quickly became involved in the church and made a significant 

contribution to its life and witness until they moved away. A simple conversation with 

significant results. 
 

Secondly a minister of a church who as a young woman had had a succession of short term 

relationships with men but began going to a church which preached both the love of God 

that accepts everyone and the need for discipleship in response to that love. She soon 

came to realise that her lifestyle was not right and that the only rightful place for sexual 

relations was within the marriage of a man and woman. She changed her lifestyle 

overnight, became a committed Christian and eventually trained for ministry but she never 

married. This story is not unique and I could tell similar stories where the background was 

drug or alcohol addiction, crime, violence or other wrong lifestyles. In every case the 

person was fortunate to come into contact with a church that truly demonstrated God’s 

love for everyone and also encouraged radical discipleship. 
 

The third story is not of an individual but of a church, in fact several churches. Even a 

church which gets the welcome and the discipleship will not grow right unless the 

membership shares together in prayer, support and sharing their testimony with each 

other. I have seen churches where sharing their testimony and praying with each other 

has given people the confidence to do the same outside the church. 
 

So back to the beginning. How will my hope for the Beacon be realised? Quite simply by 

being the best that we can be and that is done by allowing God to work in our lives, 

encouraging, challenging and changing us. It is my hope that through the power of the Holy 

Spirit we give the best welcome, best acceptance of everyone, offer the best worship and 

activities, encourage the best radical discipleship and be the most supportive we can be. It 

is my hope that we will not conform to society but to God alone, ordering our life according 

to his will. It is my hope that as we do this we will experience the joy of a growing church 

as people are attracted by our lifestyle and by our positive attitude to peace making, 

justice, fair trade, refugees and the marginalised in our society. There is no doubt that 

people are attracted to a church that is radically different to society. Jesus said ‘My 

kingdom is not of this world’ (John 18:36), Paul said ‘Be not conformed to the pattern of 

this world’ (Romans 12:2). This is my hope – transformation of individuals, church & world. 

Ian



WORSHIP for FEBRUARY 2016 
       

Sunday 7th  The flowers are a gift from  
11.00am Worship with Communion led by Ian Ring  

  Theme: HOPE - God As My Anchor 

  Readings: Hebrews 6 v 13 to 7 v 10, Luke 6 vv 31-34 

  Duty Elder: Bob    Communion Elders: Jim & Bob 

  Readers: Bob & Angela  Stewards: Vi & Pat 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: Darron 

  Singers:  Bob & Angela  Organist: Steve 

  Refreshments: Dorothy & Bel  Counting: Pat & Phil 
 

4.00pm Worship with Discussion of morning theme led by Ian Ring 

  Duty Elder: Francis 
 

Sunday 14th The flowers are a gift from Betty Thomson  

11.00am Worship led by Terry Thompson 

Theme: HOPE – Learning to Like Ourselves 

  Readings: Matthew 9 vv 9-17 & Ephesians 4 vv 17-32 

  Duty Elder: Yvonne 

Readers: Yvonne & Phil  Stewards: Doreen & Frank 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Terry  Delivery & Sound: Yvonne 

  Singers:  Shirley & Ruth  Music: John 

  Refreshments: Irene & Shirley R Counting: Angela & Robert 
 

3.00pm Thanksgiving Service for Joan Letts  

  Led by Ian Ring    Organist: John 
 

Sunday 21st The flowers are a gift from  

11.00am      Worship & Messy Church led by Ian Ring 

After opening worship together the children will go to the Main Hall for 

activities and the adults to the Small Hall for discussion 

Theme: HOPE – We’ve All Got A Direct Line 

Readings: Luke 11 vv 1-4, Ephesians 6 vv 10-20 

  Duty Elder:  Terry C   

Readers: Terry C & Bel  Stewards: Robert & Linda 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: tba 

  Singers:  Yvonne & Tracy  Music: Digital 

  Refreshments: Shirley M & Dawn Counting: Eileen & Yvonne 
 

4.00pm Worship with Communion led by Ian Ring 

  Reading 

  Theme 

  Duty Elder: Darron 
 



Sunday 28th  The flowers are a gift from 

11.00am Worship led by Ian Carnell 

Theme:  

Readings:  

  Duty Elder: Jim     

Readers: Jim & Shirley  Stewards: Shirley & Phil 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: n/r  Sound: Robert 

  Singers:  Angela & Bob  Organist: Steve 

  Refreshments: Joan & Jean  Counting: Vi & Steve 
 

4.00pm Worship led by Francis Quinn 

  Theme 

Readings:  

Duty Elder: Roger 
 

 

 

DIARY for FEBRUARY  
 

Thursday   2nd         7pm     Powerhouse & Elders Meeting 

Thursday       4th       Men’s Night (at Barnes Close) – POSTPONED until 18th Feb 

Tuesday       9th   12 noon  Hope Lunch 

Wednesday 10th   12noon Lunch Club 

Thursday 11th 10am  Reflection Day at Barnes Close 

Saturday     13th   7.30pm      Quiz League Round 2 

Sunday 14th 3.00pm Thanksgiving Service for Joan Letts 

Tuesday       16th to Tuesday 15th 11am Lent Group at St Stephen’s 

   6pm Lent Group at St Chad’s 

  7.30pm Lent Group at Grace Church, Holly Hill 

Thursday 18th 7pm  Men’s Night (at Barnes Close) 

Sunday        21st    11am    Messy Church 

Monday       29th   7.30pm  CTB45 Peace Prayer Group 

Thursday     3rd March    2.30pm  Book Club 

 

 

 

We are sad to announce the death of Joan Letts who was a long-standing member of this 

church. Her funeral will take place on 5th February at Lancaster Crematorium and there 

will be a short service of thanksgiving on Sunday 14th February at 3p.m. at The Beacon 

Church Centre. There will be a warm welcome for any who wish to share in the celebration. 

Donations to Parkinson’s UK or The Lymphedema Support Network. 

 

 
 

 



Terry continues to explore our theme of HOPE.  Last month, I wrote an article about 

the Beacon’s HOPE for 2016. Now I would like to explore what I mean by HOPE. For me, it 

is a perspective on life, but what is the “hope perspective”? Basically, it means looking at 

everything through a pair of spectacles called “HOPE” – our view of the world becomes 

positive rather than negative. 

 

Too often, hope can be presented as a wishy washy unrealistic expectation, an attempted 

escape, or a refusal to face up to reality. As soon as trouble appears, hope disappears! But 

Christian hope is not one that disregards reality but a hope that allows God to work with 

or against reality to give us life which can only come from Him. It is not just about “our 

future hope of heaven” (important though that is) but about hope for the NOW. 

 

Also, the hope we are talking about does not say “everything is fine” when it is not, but 

says “God will enable me to deal with these circumstances and come through them with 

him”. If you like, it’s finding his silver lining behind every cloud. It is summed up in that 

verse from Romans, In all things God works FOR good WITH those who love him. 
 
Notice the words – FOR good and WITH us. Things won’t BE good all the time, but 

God will still be working with us FOR our good!  

 

In my last sermon, I suggested 3 steps to finding this HOPE based on God’s promise to 

Abraham that he and Sarah would have a child, even though they were both very old.  

 

Prayer – Abraham was often talking with God.  This was not prayer as a shopping list but as 

a conversation. And there were times when it was about God persuading Abraham rather 

than Abraham, who had his doubts, trying to persuade God.  

 

At times of despair, it is this sort of prayer that can set us on the road to hope. Not 

prayer as a shopping list, or even “Lord get me out of this”, but real conversation, moaning 

to God as much as we like, and letting him talk to us and re-assure us.  

 

This sort of prayer strengthens our faith, which is the second element. 

 

Faith – With God’s help, Abraham believed God’s promises whatever the situation. If you 

want proof just read the Genesis story and the number of times he was tested, even being 

asked to sacrifice the very son that God had given him. (Romans 4, vs 20)  Faith and trust 

go together. Faith that God cares, trust that he will bring us through the difficult times. 

(Read Romans 8, vs 38/39 for more details!) 

 

Nothing can separate us - How much do we believe that – or more importantly how much 

do we live AS IF we believe that? Because Hope means that prayer and faith are backed 

up by action. 

 

Action. Abraham knew he had to play his part if Sarah was going to have a baby.  He was 

not expecting a virgin birth! If you want the details, read Genesis 18. We too have to DO 



something if we want our hopes to be realised. We base our actions on hope, because God 

has brought us to where we are, he is involved in the now and he will guide us in the future. 

That means stepping out in faith, we have to ACT as though we believe God is working with 

us, both in our church and our own lives – and we will then find that he is!  

 

If we have faith and pray and take action, God will work with us and he will work for 

our good whatever the circumstances and situations we face. That is what we mean 

by Hope and that is what we can all discover and experience during this year.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FORMER MINISTER HONOURED BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT! 
 
Leslie Ivory, our minister here at the Beacon Church Centre from 1979 to 1986, has been 

honoured by the French government for the part he played in the country’s liberation 

during the Second World War. 

 

Leslie, now retired and living in Stowmarket, was appointed to the rank of Chevalier 

(Knight) in the National Order of the Legion of Honour (Legion d’Honneur). 

 

The official  letter from French president Francois Hollande offered him ‘warmest 

congratulations’ stating: “As we contemplate this Europe of peace, we must never forget 
heroes like you.  We owe our freedom and security to your dedication, because you were 
ready to risk your life.” 
 
Leslie is still active in his local church in Stowmarket and has recently been invited to 

Pirmasens in Germany to take part in an act of commemoration for peace and 

reconciliation. 

 

Typical of Leslie he said he was surprised but delighted to have received the honour 

adding “As with the many others with whom I served I was just doing my job to the best 
of my abilities.” 
 
We send our warmest congratulations to Leslie on this special  prestigious award. 
 

 

 

 

 

Finance Report, End of 2015 – Reasons to be Hopeful! 
 

As the AGM (when we receive detailed accounts) is not till April, I thought it would be 

useful to give a summary of last year’s financial result. The figures show a deficit on the 



General Fund but it is less than expected! We had a very good December with the income 

from the Cracker and one or two generous donations.  Expenditure was under budget by 

about £1,250 leaving a deficit of £3,000 on the General Fund. 
 

What was particularly encouraging was that income from the Church family held up well as 

against previous years even though we have sadly lost one or two generous givers. As we 

did not benefit from any major legacies, our cash position is down over the year but we 

still have General Reserves of over £18,000. This is after transferring £5,000 to the 

Maintenance Fund ready for expenditure on the Junior Hall renovation and other essential 

work. Our Manse Fund has increased by another £3,000 and we have adequate funds 

should we ever need to buy another Manse. Our giving to Good Causes was nearly £2,300 

last year.  
 

This hopeful position is only possible because of your continued generous support both in 

regular giving and through special appeals and events, which is greatly appreciated. I am 

also grateful for the help given during the year by Jim Richardson (Gift Aid), Terry Cutler 

(regular banking), the weekly counting team and the Finance Group. My only note of caution 

is that we all need to remember that Church expenses increase each year the same as our 

own budgets – and I remain hopeful that we will all bear that in mind as we review our 

regular giving at the start of 2016. If you would like further information on weekly 

envelopes, standing orders or tax-efficient giving to the church, please talk to either Jim 

or myself. 
 

Terry Thompson, Treasurer. 
 

Weekly Offering Envelopes 

  

Just a reminder that there are still a few packs of Weekly Offering Envelopes available 

for the year 2016.  This is one form of giving that provides the Church  with a guaranteed 

and regular income. 

  

It means that, if you are not able to be in Church on any particular Sunday, you can still 

put your promised gift in your envelope which can then be brought, together with any 

others, on your next visit, thus maintaining your commitment, 

  

In addition, if you are an income tax payer, a further 25% can be added to your gifts by 

the government, through Gift Aid, at no extra cost to yourself. 

  

If you feel able to support the Church in this specific way please see Jim Richardson and 

he will be more than pleased to advise, confidentially. 



February Celebrations 
 

 

Birthdays 

 
9th  David Gilmour 

11th Sean Sawyer 

15th  Roger Spears 

20th  Shirley Richardson 

22nd Darron Burness 

26th  Yvonne Fox 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

 

Fred and Dorothy Earp 

14 February 1998 

 

Darron and Carina Burness 

26 February 2012 

 

 
We have promised to pray for the following children  

who were blessed in our church.  
 

                                           Erin Randle - 9 on 11th February  

 

 
Garth Hewitt in Concert 

at the 

Beacon Church Centre 
 

Saturday 16th April 

7.30pm 
 

Advance Tickets £6 

children under 16 £2 
 

Door Tickets £7.50 

Children under 16 £3 
Organised by the Community for Reconciliation & Churches Together in B45 



Walking and Praying with Christians of the Middle East  

Lent Groups Tuesdays, 16th February to March 15th  
11am St Stephen’s 6pm St Chad’s 7.30pm Grace Church Holly Hill 

Our Lenten study focuses on Christians in the lands in which Christianity has its roots – 

Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel, Palestine and Jerusalem.  

The Christian churches of the Middle East are facing a crisis unparalleled in recent 

history. As a result of a set of complex religious and political factors, the number of 

Christians in the region has fallen dramatically as many have sought refuge in other parts 

of the world, especially the West. However these are ancient communities that trace their 

origins back to the very beginnings of Christianity. The present conflicts and political 

instabilities in countries such as Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and the Palestinian 

Territories have had a profound impact upon these Christian communities. Many Church 

leaders in the region believe that without a Christian presence, the future of the Middle 

East looks bleak indeed. Yet at the same time knowledge in the Western churches of these 

Christian communities remains minimal and often we are unaware of who Middle Eastern 

Christians are and what issues they face in today’s world. In popular perceptions of the 

Middle East, Arab equals Muslim and rarely Christian. Our knowledge of our Christian 

sisters and brothers in the region is an important factor in their survival. During this 

season of Lent we are inviting you to join with us in walking with them and to pray for and 

with them. Lent is a crucial time to remember the lands in which Christianity has its roots 

– Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel, Palestine and above all Jerusalem are names that remind us 

of crucial events in the Bible, but also names that dominate our news today. 

The Lent resource has been written by CTBI in partnership with Embrace the Middle 

East  , a non-governmental, inter-denominational charity working to improve the lives of 

vulnerable and disadvantaged people in the Middle East. Embrace the Middle East partners 

with local Christians who provide health, education and community development 

programmes to those in need – regardless of their faith or nationality. 

Each study contains 

- Factual information about Christians in the Middle East and the issues they face today 

- Stories of Christians in the Middle East 

- Biblical Reflections 

- Points for discussion and further action 

- A ‘call’ from a Christian from the region in each week 

- Prayers from Christians living in the region 

The resources for each week follow the readings of the 3 year Revised Common Lectionary 

so they can also be a resource for Sunday worship and preaching. 

 

 

http://www.embraceme.org/
http://www.embraceme.org/


Beacon Church Centre 

Regular Activities  
 

Sunday 11.00am Worship Communion 1st Sunday of Month 
4.00pm (Feb & March) 6.30pm (April to December) 

 Worship Communion 3rd Sunday of Month 
Healing Service 1st Sunday of March, June, Sept & December 

 

Tuesday 10.00am Coffee @ The Beacon 

  12.00nn Hope Lunch (monthly) 

      7.00pm Powerhouse for Prayer 

  7.30pm Church Life & Elders Meetings (as arranged) 
  7.30pm What The Bible Says About……. (monthly) 

 

Wednesday 12.15pm Lunch Club (monthly) 
 

Thursday    2.30pm Book Club (last Thursday) 
 

Saturday  10.00am Brunch (as advertised) 
  7.30pm Quiz Night (monthly as advertised) 

 

Community Groups Meeting on the premises 
Monday 
  2.00pm Watercolour Group 

  6.00pm 277th Birmingham Beavers  7.00pm Rubery Youth Marching Band 

  7.15pm 277th Birmingham Cubs    7.15pm 277th Birmingham Scouts 

Tuesday 
  6.00pm 150th Birmingham Rainbows 

150th Birmingham Brownies  7.30pm 150th Birmingham Guides 

Wednesday 
  9.30am Rubric Lois King (alt weeks)        10.00am Rubery Craft Club 

  2.00pm Mark Fernell Senior Citizen’s Club  7.30pm Rubery Drama Group 

  7.30pm Rubery Labour Party (bi-monthly) 

  7.30pm (2nd) Rubery Women’s Institute     7.30pm (4th) South Birm’ham Silk Painters 

Thursday 
  9.45am Soft Play  (Parent & Toddler Playgroup) 

  2.00pm Rubery Adult School (alternate weeks) 4.30pm Theatricals 

Friday 
  9.30am Rubery Art Group    

  7.00pm Line Dancing-Beginners     8.00pm Line Dancing- Intermediate 

Saturday 
  9.00am Theatricals 
 

Enquiries regarding the use of the hall should be made to the Hall Manager,



 


