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Who’s Who 
 

Minister:   Rev Ian Ring Barnes Close  : 01562 710231  

      Chadwich   
      Bromsgrove  : revianring@aol.com  

      B61 0RA 
 

Worship Leaders: The Minister plus  

Terry Thompson, Frank Challenor, Steve Woodcock, Francis Quinn 
 

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator Yvonne Fox 67 Farmdale Grove 

       Rubery 

       Rednal 

       Birmingham B45 9NA 
 

Secretary (Pastoral):  Yvonne Fox  

Secretary (Correspondence) Darron Burness 

Minute Secretary   Ruth Wood 
 

Treasurer:    Terry Thompson 

        

Elders: (in addition to the Secretary)
Darron Burness 

Terry Cutler 

Francis Quinn 

Jim Richardson  

Angela Sawyer 

Bob Sawyer 

Roger Spears 

Ruth Wood

Hall Lettings Manager Robert Griffiths   0121 453 2492 
 

Beacon Editor:  Beverley Kingscote-Davies 69 Tennyson Road 

         Headless Cross 

         Redditch B67 5BN  

: 01527 450421 

        : bev.kd@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Cleaner Diane Troth 
     

Enquiries regarding the use of the halls should be made, in the first instance, to the Hall 

Manager 
 

Blessing of Infants, Weddings and Funerals by arrangement with the Minister 

 
The Beacon Church Centre is 

a United Reformed Church and a member of Churches Together in B45 
 

Items for the next issue of the Beacon should 
be with the editor by the penultimate Sunday 
of each month. 



Thoughts From The Cottage 
 

Dear Friends 
 

At the start of a new year people are often asked what their hopes for the year are and 

we often get a mix of near certainties, possibilities and distant dreams. Our hopes can be 

a mix of personal, family, national and world ones. Whatever our hopes are we must have 

them for without hope we have nothing. It is hope that makes us get out of bed each day, 

it is hope that makes us do new things. As I said in the last newsletter hope can only be 

achieved if we do something about it, we have to commit ourselves to making it happen. 
 

So what are my hopes? To begin with the big picture I hope for world peace and an end to 

famine. Within this I hope for an end to the conflict in Syria, a just solution for the 

Palestine/Israel situation and for Russia to stop meddling in Ukraine. I hope for a world 

trade system that is just and fair and for Fairtrade products to be the norm not the 

exception. I hope for a genuine humanitarian response to the migrant crisis and for richer 

countries to be far more generous in their giving to poorer countries. 
 

Coming closer to home I hope that the gap between rich and poor will decrease that our 

government will introduce policies that ensure that no-one is in poverty, that all children 

are well-nourished, no-one is homeless and Food Banks become unnecessary. I hope that as 

a country we will reduce our spending on the military and properly fund education, health, 

social services and other essential services and that the better off may be willing to pay 

more in taxes to see this happen. 
 

Of course some people reading this may say that it seems more like a political manifesto 

than a Minister’s letter. I see it at as a logical outworking of Jesus command to ‘love your 

neighbour as you love yourselves’. It is putting the Gospel into practice and as we pray 

each week building the Kingdom of God on earth, ’Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven’ 
 

So what are my hopes for the church? Quite simply I hope that the church becomes more 

like God intends it to be, that it takes all his words seriously, that it stops trying to make 

itself acceptable to the world and instead faithfully lives and proclaims God’s word as 

found in the Bible and revealed most completely in Jesus. 
 

As for us at the Beacon I hope that we can build on all the resources and advantages that 

we have and become ever more faithful to God and his word. I hope that we can extend 

our warm welcome to more and more people and that we will grow numerically as well as 

spiritually. I hope that the Messy Church initiative will grow and that we will willingly 

embrace the changes that will be the inevitable result. I hope that all that we do, say and 

think will reflect the glory of God and that as Terry quoted in his sermon on 20th 

December last ‘we may have the serenity to accept what cannot be changed, the courage 

to change what can be changed and the wisdom to know the difference’. 
 

On a personal level I hope to continue to grow more Christlike, enjoy good health, have 

great holidays and be used by God to build his kingdom here on earth. 
 

Ian



WORSHIP for JANUARY 2016 
       

Sunday 3rd  The flowers are a gift from  
11.00am Worship with Communion led by Ian Ring  

  Theme: HOPE – All Our Hope Is In His Hands 

  Readings: Psalm 62 & 1 Peter 1 vv 13-25 

  Duty Elder: Bob    Communion Elders: Francis & Bob 

  Readers: Bob & Angela  Stewards: Vi & Pat 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: Yvonne 

  Singers:  Bob & Angela  Organist: Steve 

  Refreshments: Judy & Judy  Counting: Pat & Phil 
 

4.00pm New Year Worship for the Churches of Barnt Green, Lickey, Frankley,  

  Rednal & Rubery 

  At St Chad’s 

Readings: 1 Samuel 1 vv 20-28 & 1 John 4 vv 7-16 
 

Sunday 10th The flowers are a gift from  

11.00am Worship led by Terry Thompson 

Theme: HOPE – Learning to Like Ourselves 

  Readings: Matthew 9 vv 9-17 & Ephesians 4 vv 17-32 

  Duty Elder: Terry C 

Readers: Phil & Bel   Stewards: Doreen & Frank 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Terry  Delivery & Sound: Ian 

  Singers:  Shirley & Ruth  Music: Steve 

  Refreshments: Joan & Jean  Counting: Angela & Robert 
 

Sunday 17th The flowers are a gift from  

11.00am      Worship & Messy Church led by Ian Ring 

Theme: HOPE – All Our Lives Can Be Transformed 

Readings: Romans 12 & 1 Corinthians 3 vv 7-18 

  Duty Elder: Angela    

Readers: Angela & Bob  Stewards: Doreen & Frank 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Terry  Delivery & Sound: Darron 

  Singers:  Yvonne & Tracy  Organist: John 

  Refreshments: Doreen & Eileen  Counting: Eileen & Yvonne 
 

Sunday 24th  The flowers are a gift from 

11.00am Worship led by John Maile 

Theme: HOPE – A Full Life 

Readings: Luke 2 vv 1-7, 8-20 

  Duty Elder: Jim     

Readers: Jim & Shirley  Stewards: Shirley & Phil 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Terry  Delivery & Sound: Terry 

  Singers:  Angela & Bob  Organist: Steve 

  Refreshments: Tracy & Linda  Counting: Vi & Steve 
 



A ‘CRACKING’ DAY! 
A special thank-you to everyone who shared in the ‘Christmas Cracker 

Day’ on 28th November. 
 

This proved to be a very happy day of fun, food and fellowship and 

everyone involved worked incredibly hard to make the day so 

successful, 
 

In financial terms a total of £1781 was raised for church funds, made 

up as follows: 
 

‘Stalls, Brunch and Activities, £518.    Donations, £292.   
Card Sales, £220.      M & M Tubes, £504.   
Jars of coppers, £15.      Cracker Quiz, £60.   
Added to this total of £1609  is the potential Gift-Aid claim on 
donations and M & M tubes of £172, making the excellent  total of 
£1781.’ 
 

Well done everyone and thank you all again.  
 

Sunday 31st The flowers are a gift from 

11.00am    Worship led by Frank Challenor 

  Theme: HOPE – Knowing I Am Not Alone 

Readings:  

Duty Elder: Darron    

Readers: Darron & Yvonne  Stewards: Tracy & Hilda 

  Powerpoint: no powerpoint  Sound: Robert 

  Singers:  Shirley & Ruth  Music: Steve 

  Refreshments: Hilda & Pat  Counting: Bel & Bob 

 

DIARY for JANUARY  
 

Sunday   3rd 4pm    New Year Service at St Chad’s (CTB45) 

Tuesday 12th  12 noon Hope Lunch – see note after ‘January Celebrations’ 

    7pm       Powerhouse & Church Life Meeting 

Thursday 14th 10am    Reflection Day at Barnes Close 

Saturday 16th 7.30pm  Quiz League Round 1 

Sunday 17th    11am      Messy Church 

Monday     18th to Monday 25th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Sunday 24th 6pm    Holocaust Memorial Day Event at Barnes Close 

Monday 25th     CTB45   Peace Prayer Group 

Tuesday    26th   7pm        Powerhouse & Study Night            

Thursday    28th   2.30pm   Book Club 

Friday  29th 7pm     Burns Night at Barnes Close. Tickets from Ian 

 

 



HOPE for the New Year (Haggai chapter 1 vs 5/7 and 14 and chapter 2, vs 3/5) 
 

During the last 15 years, we have spent much time looking at our weaknesses and trying to 
change things. We’ve had schemes like the Four Pillars for a healthy church, hall to church, 
using our gifts – and now “revitalisation”.  Yet through all that little has changed – we are still 
basically the same church as we were 15 years ago, with the same strengths and weaknesses.  
 

Could it be that God is trying to tell us something? Could it be that, bearing in mind our limited 
resources, age group and so on, we are doing what He wants us to do and the time has come 
to rejoice in what we have and look at how we can do it better rather than seek change?  
 

We have much to give thanks for and give us HOPE for 2016! 
 

1. Our minister plays a valued role at the Community for Reconciliation, and within the 
community of Rubery, the URC and the Beacon. As a church, we benefit greatly from his 
contacts and work in all 4 settings. 
 

2. People find the Beacon to be a warm and welcoming place and enjoy worshipping here. 
There are many different ideas about what a relationship with God should be but most 
people find that the Beacon is the place they can express their own faith. 

 

3. There is a group who want to meet and share for prayer, bible study and discussion and 
that has an impact by helping thoughts about worship and the church. 

 

4. We have 10 people who are prepared to play their part as “Elders” and some have just 
expressed willingness to take on more in spite of other pressures. The fact that a number 
have accepted this role in the last few years gives hope for the future. 

 

5. Some people do want to align themselves with the Beacon as “members” and our number 
has held stable even though we have lost some dear and faithful friends. At the basic 
level, this at least means we should be able to keep our URC scoping! 

 

6. 15 to 20 people come to church meetings, which is about 40% of our active participants – 
a percentage that many churches would welcome and which gives us a base for 
discussion and decisions about the future. It is encouraging that there is such a reaction 
against any possibilities of closure, which shows that the Beacon is important to people. 

 

7. Financially, we are better off than we were 15 years ago due to the generous legacies we 
have received and in this way the past is helping to secure the future. We have the 
finances under control and will be able to see problems coming if and when they do. We 
also have some scope for “project funding”. 

 

8. The Beacon plays a very important part in the life of Rubery and “brings God” into many 
situations. In the absence of community facilities due to cuts, we are seen as a good 
community centre and that means many people are coming onto church premises and 
hopefully feel the warmth of God’s love through us. 

 

9. We are supporting families and providing a channel for children into the church. Though 
limited, this may be their only experience and there are also opportunities created by 
christenings and blessings. 

 

So how can we build on these “plus points” and turn them into positive action? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOPE 
 
We want to go into 2016 with a focus on Hope! From January to Easter, we are going to follow 
the theme of HOPE for worship and discussion groups, using John Sentamu’s inspiring book 
“Stories of Hope”.  Looking further ahead, God willing we have four more years of Ian’s ministry 
and sufficient funds to support it – let’s look ahead with HOPE and be the Beacon, not try to be 
something else. The idea is that we should stop worrying about how we should change and if 
we should do things differently, but develop what we are and do, trying to be more effective and 
positive.  
 
Just think - no more criticism, only encouragement. No more moaning about what people don’t 
do, but thanks for what they do and encouragement to do more. No more pressing people into 
jobs they don’t want to do, even if that means stopping some things. No “crisis meetings” about 
finance but thanks because the future for the next 3 or 4 years looks reasonably secure. No 
more “could members do more” but thanks because we have more members!  
 
I’m sure you get the general idea. We are not talking about standing still, but going forward with 
HOPE on the road we can see rather than searching for a different route.  Trying to put that into 
positive action, here’s a few ideas: 
 

1. Sunday worship is probably our key activity. Let’s celebrate that and use the existing 
pattern as well and effectively as we can. One hour seems to be a bench-mark people like, and 
we can continue with a good mix of music and preaching. 
 

2. Sunday is the main time we have people together. To keep people in touch, we could 
introduce a “church news” spot say 10 minutes once a month or fortnight when we share items 
that have come from Church Life Meeting, concerns and plans. Let’s give each other HOPE and 
help all feel involved rather than just announce events. 

 

3. Yvonne is taking on the Pastoral Care role, which will give the opportunity for a new start. 
How can we support her to make sure everyone feels supported and has a contact point at the 
church? 

 

4. The new Tuesday lunch-time idea may increase participation in discussion, and we enjoy 
meeting for Book Club and monthly Tuesday evenings. Let’s develop some good publicity and 
encourage more people to be involved.  

 

5. We are fortunate to have some money available - let’s look at how we use what we have. 
Perhaps a small group should look at what we need each year, what we can expect and how 
we can use any surplus. 

 

6. Is it possible to develop closer links with some of the parents and families of the children 
involved in activities and are there ways we can be more supportive to Messy Church? 

 

7. We have talked about our “Silver Service” to older people – can we make more of coffee 
morning, lunch club, drop-in group and so on and explore how we can be more supportive? (We 
have noted before that loneliness is a major factor for elderly people, how can we help 
overcome it in Rubery?). 

 

There will be other ideas but the aim is to be more effective as the church we are rather than 
searching for how to be a different church. Whatever we do, let’s approach the whole thing with 
HOPE rather than despair, rejoicing in the years we have rather than worrying about the ones 
we might not have!      
 
Terry 

 



January Celebrations 
 

Birthdays 
 

2nd Frank Avis 

3rd Judy Curtis 

6th Vivienne Thompson 

9th John Flynn 

14th Francis Quinn 

21st Alan Catterall 

25th Joy Waldron 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 
Francis & Louise Quinn 

 

14 January 2006 
 
 
 

We have promised to pray for the following children who were blessed in our church. 

 
 

Ashleigh Abbotts  9 on 20th January 

Harriet Thompson  5 on 21st January 

George Myslowski  6 on 29th January 
 
 

 

HOPE LUNCHES 
 

This exciting new initiative is launched on Tuesday 12th January. Arising from 

the decision to revitalise the Beacon and subsequent discussion the plan is 

that we gather towards the end of Coffee @ The Beacon then at 12 noon we 

have a time of discussion on an interesting and relevant discussion concluding 

with a simple lunch of a sandwich or soup and a roll. They are called ‘Hope 

Lunches’ because we are going to start the programme by using one story a 

month from John  Sentamu’s Hope Stories, and because we hope it will 

encourage discussion amongst members and friends. 
 

Tuesday 12th January 12noon to 1.15pm 
 



Beacon Church Centre 

Regular Activities  
 

Sunday 11.00am Worship Communion 1st Sunday of Month 
4.00pm (Feb & March) 6.30pm (April to December) 

 Worship Communion 3rd Sunday of Month 
Healing Service 1st Sunday of March, June, Sept & December 

 

Tuesday 10.00am Coffee @ The Beacon 

  12.00nn Hope Lunch (monthly) 

      7.00pm Powerhouse for Prayer 

  7.30pm Church Life & Elders Meetings (as arranged) 
  7.30pm What The Bible Says About……. (monthly) 

 

Wednesday 12.15pm Lunch Club (monthly) 
 

Thursday    2.30pm Book Club (last Thursday) 
 

Saturday  10.00am Brunch (as advertised) 
  7.30pm Quiz Night (monthly as advertised) 

 

Community Groups Meeting on the premises 
Monday 
  2.00pm Watercolour Group 

  6.00pm 277th Birmingham Beavers  7.00pm Rubery Youth Marching Band 

  7.15pm 277th Birmingham Cubs    7.15pm 277th Birmingham Scouts 

Tuesday 
  6.00pm 150th Birmingham Rainbows 

150th Birmingham Brownies  7.30pm 150th Birmingham Guides 

Wednesday 
  9.30am Rubric Lois King (alt weeks)        10.00am Rubery Craft Club 

  2.00pm Mark Fernell Senior Citizen’s Club  7.30pm Rubery Drama Group 

  7.30pm Rubery Labour Party (bi-monthly) 

  7.30pm (2nd) Rubery Women’s Institute     7.30pm (4th) South Birm’ham Silk Painters 

Thursday 
  9.45am Soft Play  (Parent & Toddler Playgroup) 

  2.00pm Rubery Adult School (alternate weeks) 4.30pm Theatricals 

Friday 
  9.30am Rubery Art Group    

  7.00pm Line Dancing-Beginners     8.00pm Line Dancing- Intermediate 

Saturday 
  9.00am Theatricals 
 

Enquiries regarding the use of the hall should be made to the Hall Manager,



 


