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Worship Leaders: The Minister plus  
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Secretary (Pastoral):  Yvonne Fox  

Secretary (Correspondence) Darron Burness 

Minute Secretary   Ruth Wood 
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Darron Burness 

Terry Cutler 

Francis Quinn 

Jim Richardson  

Angela Sawyer 

Bob Sawyer 

Roger Spears 

Ruth Wood

Hall Lettings Manager Robert Griffiths    
 

Beacon Editor:  Beverley Kingscote-Davies  

          

         

   

         
 

Cleaner Diane Troth 
     

Enquiries regarding the use of the halls should be made, in the first instance, to the Hall 

Manager 
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The Beacon Church Centre is 

a United Reformed Church and a member of Churches Together in B45 
 
 

Items for the next issue of the Beacon should 
be with the editor by the penultimate Sunday 
of each month. 



Thoughts From The Cottage 
 

Dear Friends 
 

Easter. We have read the story in the Bible, we may have seen films and plays about it, 

maybe we have seen the Oberammergau Passion Play, we have sung hymns about it and we 

have listened to countless sermons about it. We have consumed hot cross buns and 

chocolate eggs, we may have gone on Easter egg hunts or Easter bonnet parades. We have 

participated in Walks of Witness, Seder Meals and a whole host of different celebrations. 

All this in an attempt to make the events of that first Easter around 30AD come alive for 

us, that we may understand the true significance of them. But what if we could be 

transported back, Tardis like, to Jerusalem in the month of Nisan in AD30, what would we 

see, what would we experience? 
 

First we would be aware of the city filling up with visitors as that year’s Passover 

approaches. Inn’s would be full, people would be staying with friends and family, the 

Temple would be busier than usual and the traders would be rubbing their hands with glee 

at the increased sales. All this was perfectly normal, then, suddenly we would hear a great 

noise from beyond the Shushan (or Golden) Gate. We would join the rush to see what was 

happening and be greeted by the sight of a man in simple clothes riding a donkey whilst the 

crowd dropped palms and their cloaks for him to ride over. We would hear people shouting 

‘Hail the King of the Jews’ and on enquiry we would be told that this man was a Rabbi called 

Jesus who claimed to be the Son of God. Caught up in the excitement we would follow 

Jesus to the Temple and see him throw out the moneychangers and traders.  
 

Over the next few days we would enjoy listening to the most charismatic story teller we 

had ever heard and would marvel at the healing miracles Jesus performed. We would have 

laughed and cheered as he challenged the authority of religious teachers and cut them 

down to size with simple one-liners or quotes from Scripture. However we would also have 

become aware of a rising tension in the City. Of course we would have been used to tension 

in the city when crowds from the country swelled its population to bursting point. But this 

was different. Jesus remained cool, calm and collected but the religious leaders were 

getting more and more uptight. Something was sure to happen, but we would have no idea 

what. 
 

Then, on Friday morning we would awake to a real sense of commotion. Quickly we would 

learn from the neighbours that the priests have arrested Jesus and want to hand him over 

to the Roman Governor. That could only mean one thing – they wanted him executed. 

Thoughts would race through our minds. Why? What has he done now? What will happen 

next? We would pull on our day clothes and rush down to Palace Square without a thought 

of breakfast or washing. We would join the crowd and watch as the events unfolded, 

seeing Jesus shuttled backwards and forwards between the Residence of Caiaphas the 

High Priest and Herod’s Palace where the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate lived.  Amazed we 

would hear the Priests, Scribes and Pharisees calling for Jesus to be crucified. We would 

see Pilate try to wash his hands of Jesus but have him flogged before being handed over 

to the execution squad. 
 



We would follow Jesus as he was led away up to Golgotha by the soldiers. We would see 

him crucified, along with two other man. We would hear Jesus words of love, mercy and 

compassion from the cross to his mother, his disciples, his fellow crucifyee’s, his 

executioners, in fact to anyone and everyone. We would feel a shiver as an eclipse covered 

the sun and turned the sky black. We would tremble as a mini earthquake hit Jerusalem. 

We would wander back into the city in a state of shock, not knowing what to make of the 

day’s events. Then we would hear the astonishing news that at the exact moment of 

Jesus’s death the Temple Curtain was torn in two. That evening we would sit quietly trying 

to understand the events of that day, that week, our Sabbath meal would be a strangely 

muted affair, the Sabbath day itself unusually quiet but an air of normality had returned 

to the city. 
 

Then on the Sunday morning we would wake to the news that Jesus’ tomb was empty. We 

would hear rumours that he was alive and had spoken to his disciples and some women. Not 

knowing what to make of it we would hurriedly dress and make our way into the city hoping 

to discover if the rumours were true, hoping perhaps to see Jesus himself. We would feel 

the tension again as the religious leaders try to quell the story that Jesus was alive and as 

no-one could produce a body, or even say where it was, it would slowly dawn on us that the 

story was true, Jesus was alive. Then it would dawn on us that if that was true, then 

perhaps everything else that Jesus had said about himself was true. Maybe, just maybe, 

he is the Son of God.  
 

Happy Easter 
 

Ian 

 

O precious sight, my Saviour stands, 
Dying for me with outstretched hands. 

O precious sight, I love to gaze, 
Remembering salvation’s day, 
Remembering salvation’s day. 

Though my eyes linger on this scene, 
May passing time and years not steal 
The power with which it impacts me, 

The freshness of its mystery, 
The freshness of its mystery. 

 

May I never lose the wonder, 
The wonder of the cross. 

May I see it like the first time 
Standing as a sinner lost, 

Undone by mercy and left speechless, 
Watching wide eyed at the cost. 

May I never lose the wonder, 
The wonder of the cross. 

 

Behold the God-man crucified, 
The perfect sinless sacrifice. 

As blood ran down those nails and wood, 
History was split in two, yes, 

History was split in two. 
Behold the empty wooden tree, 
His body gone, alive and free. 
We sing with everlasting joy, 

For sin and death have been destroyed, 
yes, Sin and death have been destroyed. 

 

May I never lose the wonder, 
The wonder of the cross. 

May I see it like the first time 
Standing as a sinner lost, 

Undone by mercy and left speechless, 
Watching wide eyed at the cost. 

May I never lose the wonder, 
The wonder of the cross. 

 

Vicky-Beeching (born 1979)  
copyright © 2007 Thank you Music





WORSHIP for MARCH 2016 
       

If you can help by filling one of the gaps on the rota over Easter please add your name to 
the copy of this rota on the noticeboard by the church doors in the concourse. Thank you 

 

Sunday 6th  Mothering Sunday The flowers are a gift from  

11.00am Family Worship with Church Parade led by Ian Ring  

  Theme: HOPE – Wherever you go I will go 

  Readings: Ruth 1 vv 1-22 (dramatized) 

  Duty Elder: Bob     

  Readers: Bob & Angela  Stewards: Tracy & Hilda 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: Phil 

  Singers:  Bob & Angela  Music: Steve 

  Refreshments: Doreen & Eileen  Counting: Bel & Bob 
 

6.30pm Worship with Prayers for Healing led by Ian Ring 

  Duty Elder: Francis 
 

Sunday 13th The flowers are a gift from  

11.00am Worship with Communion led by Terry Thompson 

Theme: HOPE – Taking My Heartache Away 

  Readings: Matthew 23 vv 27-39, Matthew 26 vv 36-41 & 

Matthew 27 vv 45-50 

  Duty Elder: Angela   Communion Elders: Phil & Robert 

Readers: Yvonne & Phil  Stewards: Vi & Pat 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Terry  Delivery & Sound: Yvonne 

  Singers:  Shirley & Ruth  Music: Steve 

  Refreshments: Linda & Tracy  Counting: Pat & Phil 
 

6.30pm Worship with Discussion led by Terry Thompson  

  Duty Elder: Yvonne 
 

Sunday 20th Palm Sunday The flowers are a gift from Jean Hancox 

11.00am      Worship & Messy Church led by Ian Ring 

Theme: HOPE – The New King Comes 

Readings: Luke 19 vv 28-40, Luke 19 vv 41-44 & Luke 19 vv 45-49 

  Duty Elder:  Darron   

Readers: Darron & Bel   Stewards: Doreen & Frank 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: Darron 

  Singers:  Yvonne & Tracy  Music: John 

  Refreshments: Hilda & Pat  Counting: Eileen & Yvonne 
 

6.30pm Worship with Communion led by Ian Ring 

  Duty Elder: Angela    Communion: Bob 
 

Tuesday 22nd 

7.00pm CTB45 Fellowship Meal & Worship at Grace Community Church, Holly Hill 

  Including re-signing the Covenant. Please sign list in the Concourse 



 

Maunday Thursday, 24th  

7.00pm The Last Supper, Meal & Worship led by Ian Ring 

Theme: HOPE – The Old Ways Transformed 

Readings: Luke 22 vv 7-13, 14-22, 23-30, 31-34, 39-46, 47-53, 54-62  

Duty Elder: Bob    Communion: Bob 

Readers:     Stewards:  

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound:  

  Organist:  Steve   
 

Good Friday 25th  

10.20am Walk of Witness 

  Leave from Our Lady’s to walk round Rubery, returning to St Chad’s  
 

7.30pm Worship led by Ian Ring 

Theme: HOPE - The Cross Says It All 

Readings: Luke 22 vv 66-71, 23 vv 1-12, 13- 25, 26-28,32-43, 44-49, 50-56 

Duty Elder: Jim     

Readers: Jim & Shirley  Stewards:  

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound:  

  Organist:  Steve     
 

Sunday 27th EASTER DAY The flowers are a gift from  

8.00am      Early Communion led by Ian Ring 
 

11.00am      Worship led by Ian Ring   

Theme: HOPE – Jesus Is Alive 

Readings: Luke 24 vv 1-12 

  Duty Elder: Jim    Communion: Bob & Robert  

Readers: Jim & Shirley  Stewards: Linda & Robert 

  Powerpoint: Preparation: Ian  Delivery & Sound: John 

  Singers:  Angela & Bob  Organist: Steve 

  Refreshments: Bel & Dorothy  Counting: Angela & Robert 
 

6.30pm Worship led by Ian Ring 

Theme: HOPE – Jesus Explains 

Readings: Luke 24 vv 13-35 

Duty Elder: Darron   Organist:  
 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Elders Election papers were available after worship on Sunday 21st February. 

If you did not get yours then they can be collected from the church office. 
 

 



DIARY for MARCH  
 

Tuesday       1st    11am  Lent Group at St Stephen’s 

   12noon Hope Lunch 

   6pm  Lent Group at St Chad’s 

   7.30pm Lent group at Grace, Holly Hill 

Thursday   3rd 2.30pm Book Club 

Friday    4th   2.30pm Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at Our Lady’s Church 

Saturday   5th 10am  Rubery Clean for The Queen 

Sunday   6th 11.00am Mothering Sunday Worship 

Tuesday       8th 11am  Lent Group at St Stephen’s 

   6pm  Lent Group at St Chad’s 

   7.30pm Lent group at Grace, Holly Hill 

Wednesday   9th   12noon Lunch Club 

Thursday 10th 10am  Reflection Day at Barnes Close 

Saturday     12th   7.30pm      Quiz League Round 2 

Tuesday     15th 11am  Lent Group at St Stephen’s 

   6pm  Lent Group at St Chad’s 

   7.30pm Lent group at Grace, Holly Hill 

Sunday        20th 11am    Messy Church 

Tuesday  22nd 7pm  CTB45 Fellowship Meal & Worship at Grace Community  

     Church, Holly Hill including re-signing the Covenant 

Friday  25th 10.20am Good Friday Walk of Witness 

Saturday 26th 10am to 12.30pm Easter Brunch 

Sunday      27th   6.52am  Sun Rise Service on Beacon Hill  

                            11am    Easter Communion 

                        6.30pm  Resurrection Praise 

Monday 28th 10am to 4pm Easter Walk from Barnes Close 

   7.30pm Open Easter at Barnes Close 

Thursday     31st 2.30pm  Book Club 

 

 

John Davis 
 

The funeral of John Davis will take place at Lodge Hill Crematorium on Tuesday 8th March 

at 11am followed by refreshments at Rubery & Rednal British Legion. 

 

John, along with his late wife Olive, started attending the Beacon Church Centre around 

the time of their daughter Gills wedding in 1987. John became a member in October 1989 

and has been a faithful attender at worship until very recently. He will be much missed by 

many people and we thank God for the privilege of knowing John 

 



The Hope Series (3) 
 

This month I am sharing thoughts about Ann’s story in John Sentamu’s collection. Ann says 

that she was not very happy with herself and the life she was living, in which the only way 

she found hope was through alcohol. All that changed when she found God through Jesus 

and she outlines her steps along the way. 
 

First, she said, was to learn to like herself. If we don’t love ourselves enough, it is difficult 

to be hopeful.  I’m not talking about the selfish kind of love in which we are always putting 

ourselves and our safety first with no thought for the needs of others – that’s not really 

love at all. I’m talking about real love of self, valuing who we are, finding and fulfilling our 

purpose, feeling, as they say, comfortable in our own skin. 
 

We can accept who we are. We do not have to pretend with God. He knows us as we are – 

and still loves us. If you are not happy with yourself face up to the problems. Recognise 

the failures. Don’t try to cover up the cracks. Admit the weaknesses and the falling into 

temptation and that we are not always good at what we are trying to do. Tell him that you 

are unhappy with him and some of the situations you have had to face. Then remember 

that when everyone else says no, God says yes. 
 

The second step is to put God and his love back at the centre of our lives. Ann says 

that she always knew about God but Jesus was a mystery. Things changed when she knew 

about Jesus and what he revealed about God and his love. God can never be at the centre 

until we put him there through Jesus.  We may have been Christians for many years but 

that can be part of the problem.  God can slip from the centre to be replaced by ritual and 

habit, both for us as individuals and for the church. How do we avoid that? We take the 

third step.  
 

Start anew with him. Hope depends on starting each day new with God.  Paul says “Get rid 

of your old self” – and that’s not meant to be a one-off conversion but a daily experience. 

We can’t start a new life - the person we are, the life we have, the experiences we have 

shared, have been given to us by God. The call is to be the same person and the same 

church but as the person and church God intended rather than the one we might have 

become. Paul says your hearts and minds (notice – it is still your heart, still your mind) 

must be made completely new.  
 

There are many suggestions about what that should involve, but basically it is seeking to 

follow Jesus and his ideas. However, the standards are very high, and we can lose hope 

because we fail to reach them. Ann recognised that so her fourth point is to recognise 

that hope does not mean perfection but coping and trying. I guess most of us are old 

enough to know that we will never be perfect, never achieve all we want. But God knows 

that as well! What he wants is what we can give, not what we can’t. What he wants is for 

the Beacon to be the best it can be, not to be something it is not. Yes, he may surprise us 

with the unexpected, but day by day it is the expected, the usual, that he will use.  
 



John Sentamu’s says that Ann’s story teaches us that if we want to find God’s hope, it 

means dealing with the past, living in the present and trusting for the future. That’s the 

basis for Christian hope now.  

 

Terry 

 

 

 

March and April Jars of Grace – Novō Drug Rehabilitation Project in Bolivia 
  
When I was working with PHAB, through fund-raising I met a guy called David Partington 

who was a senior manager with Little Chef. Years later, we met again at Woodley Baptist 

Church and Dave was a very different man. His story was of drifting away from church and 

family until God called him back with a vengeance!  His own “second chance” led him into a 

Christian approach to drug rehabilitation and for many years he was Director of Yeldall 

Manor, a Christian Centre which you may have seen on Songs of Praise some weeks ago. 
 

The approach is to introduce people to God and a Christian life style as the only answer to 

addiction. Now his son Andy has taken up the challenge and has moved with his young 

family to Bolivia to start similar work there. They are starting from scratch and depend on 

voluntary funding, which is why I have suggested we support them through the Jars of 

Grace. 
 

Andy says that Novo is dedicated to the vision of creating Christian communities which 

transform lives in developing nations, communities where hurting, broken and addicted 

people can find healing, wholeness and hope.  The first step to fulfilling this vision will 

be to pioneer the Novō community in Bolivia, building on the successful work of Yeldall 

Manor. Once a sustainable and replicable Novō community is established, the aim is to ‘give 

it away’. A community-franchising approach will be used which will support God’s people to 

respond to their own sense of calling by providing them with the start-up resources, 

training and support needed to launch and sustain a Novō community. For more information 

(including a short film) please go to www.novocommunities.org 
 

Terry 
 

 

 

Beverley, Suzanne and their families would like to extend our heartfelt  

thanks to Ian for such a heartwarming service of Thanksgiving for  

Mum (Joan Letts) on 14th February. Huge thanks also to the Ladies  

of the Church for their very welcome supply of tea, coffee and cakes. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.novocommunities.org/


March Celebrations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

8th  Eileen Windridge 

10th Pearl Ward 

22nd Ian Ring 

27th  Terry Cutler 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Terry & Vivienne Thompson 

16 March 1963 

 

Tim & Melanie Brown 

23 March 2013 

 
 

We have promised to pray for the following children who were blessed in our 

church. 
 

Freddie Flanaghan   6 on 1st March 
 

 

Beacon Scout Group. 
 

We would like to thank all those who generously donated their Sainsbury's Active Kids 

vouchers to the scout group last year. This enabled us to purchase more equipment which 

is useful and used by all sections in the group. 

 

We are again saving these vouchers this year and will make good use of the equipment that 

we hope to purchase again. If you are given any of these vouchers and have nowhere else 

to pass them onto, the scout group would be very pleased to accept them. A box is 

situated in the back corner of the concourse for you to deposit them in. 

 

Thank you once again for your support. 



Beacon Church Centre 
Regular Activities  

 

Sunday 11.00am Worship Communion 1st Sunday of Month 
4.00pm (Feb & March) 6.30pm (April to December) 

 Worship Communion 3rd Sunday of Month 
Healing Service 1st Sunday of March, June, Sept & December 

 

Tuesday 10.00am Coffee @ The Beacon 

  12.00nn Hope Lunch (monthly) 

      7.00pm Powerhouse for Prayer 

  7.30pm Church Life & Elders Meetings (as arranged) 
  7.30pm What The Bible Says About……. (monthly) 

 

Wednesday 12.15pm Lunch Club (monthly) 
 

Thursday    2.30pm Book Club (last Thursday) 
 

Saturday  10.00am Brunch (as advertised) 
  7.30pm Quiz Night (monthly as advertised) 

 

Community Groups Meeting on the premises 
Monday 
  2.00pm Watercolour Group 

  6.00pm 277th Birmingham Beavers  7.00pm Rubery Youth Marching Band 

  7.15pm 277th Birmingham Cubs    7.15pm 277th Birmingham Scouts 

Tuesday 
  6.00pm 150th Birmingham Rainbows 

150th Birmingham Brownies  7.30pm 150th Birmingham Guides 

Wednesday 
  9.30am Rubric Lois King (alt weeks)        10.00am Rubery Craft Club 

  2.00pm Mark Fernell Senior Citizen’s Club  7.30pm Rubery Drama Group 

  7.30pm Rubery Labour Party (bi-monthly) 

  7.30pm (2nd) Rubery Women’s Institute     7.30pm (4th) South Birm’ham Silk Painters 

Thursday 
  9.45am Soft Play  (Parent & Toddler Playgroup) 

  2.00pm Rubery Adult School (alternate weeks) 4.30pm Theatricals 

Friday 
  9.30am Rubery Art Group    

  7.00pm Line Dancing-Beginners      8.00pm Line Dancing- Intermediate 

Saturday 
  9.00am Theatricals 
 

Enquiries regarding the use of the hall should be made to the Hall Manager



 


